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Cognitive Psychology 200-03 
   

When:  Spring 2015 
  Monday, Wednesday, 7:05 – 8:20 pm 
 
Where: John Jay College, New Building, Room 1.69 
 
Instructor:    Laurie Hurson (laurie.hurson@gmail.com)  
            Office Hours: Wed. 4:30 or by appt., NB 10.67 
 

 Textbook: Cognitive Psychology                                                 
                           In and Out of the Laboratory (5th Edition) 
       By: Kathleen Galotti  
         _ _     

 
Course Description 
This course presents a comprehensive overview of essential concepts in cognitive 
psychology, the scientific study of thinking, including topics such as perception, reasoning, 
language, learning and memory.  In particular, we will focus on the latest advances in 
cognitive neuroscience, a branch of neuroscience involving the study of the biological 
foundations of cognition. The aim of the course is to explore the critical issues in cognitive 
psychology from a historical, cultural and contemporary perspective. Prerequisites: Eng 
101 and Psy 101. 

 
Learning Objectives  
 

Knowledge Base of Psychology: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the history, key 
concepts, content, research methods, applications, and careers in cognitive psychology. 
Students should learn to respond effectively to constructive criticism and feedback. 
 

Application of Psychology: Students will understand and apply psychological principles 
and theories to cognitive phenomena. Students will apply critical thinking skills such as 
distinguishing between theory and empirical findings as well as between subjective, 
professional and research knowledge. 
 

Awareness and Respect for Diversity: Students will recognize, understand, and respect 
the complexity of sociocultural and international diversity. Students will examine 
sociocultural, international and other contexts that influence individual differences. 

 
Required Textbook 
 

Galotti, Kathleen (2014), Cognitive Psychology- In and Out of the Laboratory, 5th Edition. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  
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Blackboard 
 

All class information, readings, and documents will be uploaded to the class Blackboard. To 
access this content sign into Blackboard and select our class from “My Courses” on the 
right. After selecting our class, course content can be found in the “Content” section on the 
left menu. 
 
Student Etiquette and Responsibilities 
 

- Attend class and arrive on time  
- Turn assignments in on time.  

o Late assignments will result in a lowered grade.  
- Be respectful of other students and the instructor.  

o Disrespectful behavior includes being late, talking, using phones. 
These behaviors will result in a lowered grade.  

- Check your email and blackboard for updates, assignments and class info 

Student Resources 

WRITING CENTER 
The Writing Center, located in room 01.68 New Building, is a service that provides free 
tutoring to students of John Jay. The Center has a staff of trained tutors who work with 
students to help them become more effective writers. The Writing Center is a valuable 
resource for any student and I encourage you to use it.  

DISABILITIES 
Qualified students with disabilities will be provided reasonable academic 
accommodations if determined eligible by the Office of Accessibility Services (OAS).  
Prior to granting disability accommodations in this course you must give me written 
verification of your eligibility from the OAS which is located at L66 in the new building 
(212-237-8031. 

 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
Instances of cheating, plagiarism, and any other form of academic misconduct will be 
prosecuted according to the procedures adopted by John Jay College.  Plagiarism is the 
presentation of someone else‘s ideas, words, or artistic, scientific, or technical work as 
your own.  Using the ideas or work of another is permissible if you identify the original 
author.  Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations require citations to 
the original source. 
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Course Requirements 
 

 Exams (4): Each 10% = 40% of final grade 
o Exams will be multiple choice 
o Exams will cover previous weeks’ topics from reading and lectures  

 

 WordPress Posts and Assignments (2x/wk): 25% of final grade 
o https://jjcunycognitivepsych.wordpress.com/ 

 

 Article Summaries (4): Each 5% = 20% of final grade 
 

 Attendance, Etiquette, Participation = 10% of final grade 
 

 In-Class Work/Activities: = 5% of final grade 

 
Grading Breakdown 

 

Assignment # % % of Final Grade 

Exams 4 10 40 

WordPress Posts/Assignments 2x/week 25 25 

Article Summaries 4 5 20 

Attendance, Etiquette, Participation  N/A 10 10 

In-class work/activities N/A 5 5 

    TOTAL 100% 
 

Assignment Requirements 
 

Article Summaries 
 

You will be asked to find an article that relates to the class topic. Then, write a summary of 
this article to turn in to class. Summaries should be 2 pages (500 words). 
 

WordPress 
 

This is an experiment. We will have a class WordPress site in order to collect and share 
information about what we are learning. You must post 2x/week. Your post can be a 
response to topics covered in class, a question or comment about the reading, a link to a 
relevant article, or a response to someone else’s post. You can also post media (pictures or 
videos) if they are relevant to what we are learning.  We will use this online discussion to 
fuel our class lectures and discussions. My hope is that we can use this online space to 
question and challenge the dominant paradigms about cognition. 
 

In-class Work 
 

There will be several in-class writing assignments and activities throughout the course of 
the semester. You must attend class to complete these assignments or engage in the 
activities. They cannot be made up.  
 

https://jjcunycognitivepsych.wordpress.com/
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Attendance, Etiquette, Participation 
 

1. Attend class and arrive on time. 
2. Participate! Both in class and online 
3. Check your email, blackboard, and WordPress for updates, assignments, and class 

information 
4. Maintain respectful behavior.  

a. Disrespectful behavior includes being late, talking out of turn, being rude to other 
students and/or the instructor, and using cellphones. 

5. Turn assignments in on time. 
a. Late assignments will loose 1 point per day. 

 

Paper Guidelines 
 Papers should be double spaced in 12-pt Times New Roman font 

 New paragraphs should be indented 

 Margins should be no bigger than 1 inch 

Headings should be single spaced and include: your name, the date, the class 

name, and assignment title.  Example below: 

 Laurie Hurson 

 February 20, 2015 

 Research Methods 

 Topic Paper 
 

WordPress Posting Guidelines 
 Posts should be relevant to the course topic and materials and should not 

contain graphic, explicit, or inappropriate content or links to this type of 

content 

 Posts should be posted by 4 pm the day of class (Mon/Wed at 5pm) 

 All posts, including responses to a class lecture, questions or comments on 

the reading, reflections on how the reading effects your thinking, or 

responses to a previous post, should be at least 3-5 sentences long.  

 Posts with links to outside sites (articles, media) should be accompanied by a 

3-5 sentence explanation of what the material is, how it connects to our class 

topics, and why you chose to share it 

 Posts must be respectful to the instructor, students, and all other individuals 

and groups of people 

 Before posting, make sure to categorize (Category section on right) the topic 

you’re posting about (i.e. “brain”, “perception”, “thinking”, “reasoning”, etc.) 

 You should not edit, delete, or tamper with any posts that are not yours or 

the general architecture of the site 

 As the instructor and administrator I reserve the right to edit or remove any 

posts that do not follow these instructions or are inappropriate for this site 



Cognitive Psychology – Spring 2015  Professor Hurson 
 

Draft: 2/2/2015                                                              Syllabus subject to change 
 

5 

Course Schedule & Reading 
 

Week Date Class  Topic Reading Due Assignment 

1 1/28/2015 NO CLASS     

 2 2/2/2015 Welcome + Intro to Ch. 1    

  2/4/2015 History, Methods, Paradigms Chapter 1   

3 2/9/2015 The Brain  Chapter 2  

  2/11/2015 Perception Chapter 3   

4 2/16/2015 NO CLASS President’s Day   

  2/18/2015 Perception   Summary 1 Due 

5 2/23/2015 Exam 1  STUDY! 

  2/25/2015 Attention Chapter 4  

6 3/2/2015 Automaticity, Attention   

  3/4/2015 Working Memory Chapter 5   

7 3/9/2015 Retrieving Memories Chapter 6   

  3/11/2015 Organizing Knowledge Chapter 7 Summary 2 Due 

8 3/16/2015 Forming Concepts    

  3/18/2015 Activity, Review  STUDY! 

9 3/23/2015 Exam 2     

  3/25/2015 Visual and Mental Imagery Chapter 8   

10 3/30/2015 Spatial Cognition    

  4/1/2015 
Language Structure & 
Comprehension 

Chapter 9   

11 4/6/2015 NO CLASS SPRING BREAK  

  4/8/2015 NO CLASS SPRING BREAK  

12 4/13/2015 
Language Production, 
Cognition 

 
 

  4/15/2015 Thinking & Problem Solving Chapter 10 Summary 4 Due 

13 4/20/2015 Activity, Review  STUDY! 

  4/22/2015 Exam 3   

14 4/27/2015 Reasoning Chapter 11   

  4/29/2015 Decision Making    

15 5/4/2015 Cognitive Development Chapter 12  

  5/6/2015 Individual Differences Chapter 13   

16 5/11/2015 Cross-Cultural Perspectives Chapter 14  Summary 4 Due 

  5/13/2015 Activity, Review   

 5/??/2015 FINAL EXAM   

 


